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For now, th~ey can't say
• Due to aco~fidentiality agreement,
USF can't say much about possible·joint
venture with California research institute

including the possible location for SRI.
spin-off companies based on the technol"Certainly the appeal is that there are
ogy it ~as developed.
complementary features of the COT
program or Marine Science program and
the SRI program;' Steele said. "I think it is
BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI
like many potential collaborations that we
The first-of the Times articles, published
EDITOR
look at that. They are doing interesting
February 3, stated that the Salvador Dali
things and they think we are doing interMuseum was .a candidate for SRI's expansion to the ·area. In November 2004, St.
Recent news reports that California
esting things· and there is the possibility of
putting 2 and 2 together and getting 5
research institute SRI International is in
Petersburg voters approved a ;eferendum
talks with Pinellas County officials to build
from a research standpoint and from the
that would transfer the Dali property to
USF St. Petersburg after the museum
a facility near USF St. Petersburg have been standpoint of creating a new product that
could possibly be quite successful:'
moves to its new home at the former site of
met largely with ~Hence by USF staff and
administrators.
However,·Steele also noted that any
the Bayfront Center.
According to three articles in the St.
talks going on with SRI are not unique.
But by late afternoon on the same day
Petersburg Times, the catalyst for the talks
"While the SRI program looks attractive of the Times article, Regional Chancellor
in that way, we have similar conversations
has been SRI International's interest in
Karen A. White sent an e-mail to USFSP
research being conducted at the Center for
with many other companies to enhance
faculty and staff that put that scenario to
Ocean Technology, which is located on the
our research and to improve upon our
rest.
ideas;' Steele said.
USF St. Petersburg campus and is a part of
"She [USF President Judy Genshaft] has
the College of Marine .Science.
Peter Betzer, dean of the College of
assured us that the Dali Museum is not a
The .Times reported tha:t the COT hopes Marine Science, was not available for
location under discussion for a potential
new scientific institute that is evaluating
SRI would find cqmpanies that would have
comment (his voicemail says that he is in
commercial applications for the center's
Africa).
local sites for a high technology research
research and inventions, thus giving it
· Assistant Dean Kent Fanning was relucfacility;' White's e-mail stated. "She reite,rsources of revenue.
tant to give any specifics on SRI's interest
ated that the Dati Museum is committed
in setting up shop near the campus, and
Connecting research with the marketfor USF St. Petersburg and its use py our
place appears to be one of SRI's specialties.
would only say that the COT has a capabilstudents, faculty and staff."
Based in Menlo Park, Calif., SRI conducts
ity that SRI doesn't have in terms of techWhen asked whether USF was involved
research and development for government
nology.
in the talks, and whether she was aware of
agencies, commercial businesses and other
SRI has already embarked on collaborathe negotiations priol' to the Times reports,
entities. The company's work spans a wide
tions similar to the one
Regional Chancellor Karen
range of disciplines and business types,
outlined in the Times artiA. White responded that
conducting research in robotics, weather
cles. It led the formation of
those were questions for
PharmaSTART, a consorand market analysis, to name just a few. In
USF President Judy
1991, the group produced an economic
tium that includes four CaliGenshaft.
• SRI was established
assessment of Tampa at the request of the
fornia universities, which
as the Stanford
Attempts to reach
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce.
Research Institute in
specializes in helping faculty
Genshaft for comment were
1946.1t separated
not successful.
Carol Steele, business development
researchers with drug develmanager for the COT, confirmed the Times opment, bringing university
from Stanford in
report that SRI is interested in the center's
research into the market1970:
research in sensors and lasers and that its
pla~e, and connecting
interest sprang from a meeting between the researchers to venture capiThe negotiations with
• Its many inventions
two entities at a 2004 convention in Texas.
tal funding.
include the first
SRI are consistent with the
Steele said that because of a confidenThrough its subsidiary,
computer mouse in
region's economic developSarnoff Corporation, SRI
1964, a display panel
tiality agreement that USF had signed,
ment focus, particularly
has formed about a dozen
using liquid crystal
there was very little she could discuss,
where USF is concerned.
technology and
USF is, along with the
development of one
University of Central Florida
ofth~ first optical
and the University of
read-write systems.
Florida, a member of the
Florida High Tech Corridor
• SRI was also a
Council, a consortium of
pioneer in the Interuniversities, community
net, having sentthe ·
colleges and economic
COT -- The development work on DALI ~- USFSP Regional Chancellor Karen A.
first inter-networked
development·groups deditiny sensors at the Center for Ocean
White asserted tha~ the current property of the
transmission
cated to bringing high wage
Technology, located just south of the Salvador Oalf Museum, located on Third Street
between three
technology jobs to a 23College of Marine Science, has
South, will not house a facility for SRI Internanetworks.
county area of central
sparked talks to bring Califo.rnia
tional. She stated that it will be us-ed for the
Florida by encouraging

location, location

Aunifying theme

Tayelor Trotter watches th·e dancers from Everyone's Youth
United at the Feet on the Street festival in Midtown on
Saturday, Febr.uary 11.

Florida Highwayman displays his
art and discusses
his life's work.

-.., STORY PAGE 4
University Police offers tips for safeguarding
your identity. -- STORY PAGE 2

research institute SRI International to
St. Petersburg.

campus' expansion, in keeping with the wishes
of St. P-etersburg citizens.

Source: www.sri.com

see SRI page 2
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One-minute news
BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI
EDITOR

FAFSA Frenzy·--

.

They came, they saw...what's next?
•. Campus must play wait_ing
game, but early indications
suggest SACS visit was success
BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI
EDITOR
If the two leading administrators on campus are correct, USF.St.
Petersburg should expect to receive
separate accreditation this June.
For two days, the 10-member
site committee team from
Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools explored USF St.
Petersburg. Their mission: to assess
the campus and prepare detailed
reports for the Commission on
Colleges, which will vote in J~e
on whether USF St. Petersburg
should be granted separate accreditation from the USF System.
On the morning of February 9,
the committee met with campus
administrators to go over the visit.

Although the team would not
reveal its recommendation in the
exit interview with ili,e campus' .
Executive Team, there were indications that it would be favorable to
the University.
In an !!-mail sent February 9 by
Regional Chancellor Karen A.
White to faculty and staff, White
wrote that the committee indicated
that the campus may require
following up in the assessment of
its programs and services over a
period ()f time and in completing
the formalities necessary to achieve
full recognition of its autonomy
within the USF System.
She added that the Site Review
Team "was particularly impressed
with the credentials of our faculty"
and "noted the broad-spread
support of. the Board of Trustees,
Campus Board, students, faculty
and staff in our pursuit of separate
accreditation:'
Regional Vice Chancellor of
Academic Affairs V Mark Durand

echoed White's asse~sment of the
team's impression of the campus.
"I think the primary thing they
.commented on was·the involvement, the knowledge and the
commitment of
faculty, staff
and
students;' he
said.
Prior to
the committee's visit,
Durand
V. Mark Durand
aired his
concerns to faculty and staff that
the relative neWness of the campus'
programs might be an issue it
would have to address. While that appears to be the
case based on White's e-mail,
Durand came away with a positiv~
impression from the exit interview.
"The tenor of the meeting and
the small list'of concerns suggest
that things went very well;' Durand

·Tips On how to safeguard your identity
BY UNIVERSITY POLitE
One of the most serious technology-related. crimes facing
Americans' today is identity theft,
defined as the stealing of another
person's personal identifying information in order to fraudulently
establish credit, run up debt, or
take over existing financial
accounts.
In 2003, the Federal Trade
Commission received 5~6,740
complaints from consumers, up
from 404,000 in .2002. Of these,
214,905 (42 percent) were identity
theft reports. According to the
FTC's "2005 Identity Fraud Survey
·Report;' 9.3 million Americans
have been victims of some form of
identity theft in the last 12 months.
Identity theft has been around
for a long time. Although identity
thieves still use the hands-on
approach like sifting through trash
for credit~card statements or solidtations (dumpster diving), stealing
purses and wallets, diverting a
person's mail to another address,
and obtaining personal numbers by

looking over someone's shoulder
during a transact~on, technology
has made it easier for them to steal
some9ne's personal identifying
information and get away with it
Using·a technique called "phishing," identity thieves send e-mails
asking.consumers to update their .
account information by entering it
into a linked form or Web site that
closely resembles that of a legitimate company - but isn't. They
also use the Internet and the telephone to encourage unsuspecting
consumers to release personal
information to claim phony prizes,
donate to bogus charities, or transfer money for fake investments;
then they steal their money !ffid
their identities. And they hack into
business and personal computers ·
to steal people's personal identifying info.l;'mation such as Social
Security: numbers and bank
account information.
Raismg public awareness about
identity theft is the best approach
to preventing this crime. If already
victimized, consumers need to
know how to limit the damage. The

FTC recommends that consumers
exercise caution when giving out
personal information such as
Social Security o,nd credit card
numbers, credit card expiration
dates or security codes, put passwords on credit card and bank
accounts, and regularly inspect
their credit reports.
The FTC's Web site,
www.consumer.gov/idtheft/, is an
excellent resource for identity theft
prevention, with information for
cons.umers, businesses, and law
enforcement. Consumers can get
advice by contacting the FTC's
_Identity Theft Hotline at 877iDTHEFT (438c4338); they can
also fill out an online complaint
form on the Web site. The FTC
enters complaints into Consumer
Sentinel, an onluie database available to hund.l;'eds of law enforcement agencies. The FTC also offers
an ID Theft Affidavit th;tt makes i~
easier for consumers to dispute
debts resulting from identity theft.
For additional information
please call Sgt. John A. Spicuglia,
University Police, (7~7) 873-4980.

said. "Overall they were impressed ·
with the application itself and the
professional way in which it was
compiled:'
Durand also addressed what
surprised him most about the
committee's visit. "Usually there
are some questions about who is
teaching what course;' Durand
said. "There were absolutely no
individuals that they questioned·.
That is very, very unusual:'
. On whether he eJ(;pects USF St.
Petersburg to receive separate
accreditation i,n June, Durand
replied, "I do. The tone of the
meeting was very positive. After
the meeting, each of the members
came up and congratulated us."
The committee will give its ·
report to the University in about a
month. That report will include
areas of concern and suggestions
for improvement.

SRI --

from page 1

applied research between the
Corridor's colleges and11ightech
industry:
On its Tampa campus, USF has
developed a research park to
connect the work of its faculty with
area businesses. Companies that
qualify are able to rent space in the
Tampa Bay Technology Incubator,
which occupies 60,000 square feet
in the USF.Research Park on the
southwest corner of the campus.
That building is connected to the
Center for Biological Defense.
The CBD, which is part of the
National Center for Countermeasures to Biological and Chemical
Threats, conducts multidisciplinary
research to help combat bioterrorism and infectious disease threats.
It has received funding through the
effoits of Rep. C.W. Bill Young.
The first Times article extensively quoted Young's chief of staff
Harry Gle~n, who talked up the
collaboration between SRI and
USE In October 2004, the College
of Marine Science dedicated the
C.W. Bill Young Marine Science
Complex. Young is well-known for
his support of medical research and
military-related·technology. -

This month, students and
parents can get help with the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid. Financial aid counselors will
also provide assistance with scholarship opportunities and other forms of financial aid.
-- Dates for FAFSA Frenzy in Bayboro Hall:
• Wednesday, February 15
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Tuesday, February 21
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Monday, February 27
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. ·
-- Students are to bring their FAFSA-pin number
and completed FAFSA pre-application worksheet,
which is available at www.stpt.usf.edu/fi~aid .
-- .If you need more information contact the
Office of'Financial Aid at (727) 873-4128 or
finaid@stpt.usf.edu.

Black History.Month -- ·Norman E.
Jones II will lead a 20-city tour of America, looking
at African American cultural and historical sites.
This program will be held in Davis 130, Thursday,
Febru~ry 16, from 12-1 p.m.
-- Attorney Willie E. Gary will give a lecture titled
"Dream Big Dream Refuse to be Denied" at the
Campus Activities Center on Tuesday, Febryary 21
from 7-9 p.m.
Battle of the Bands -- The Harborside
Activities Board invites local high school and
college bands to participate in Battle of the Bands:
Bullstock '06, which will be held Saturday, March
4, from 12- 4 p.m. on the Harborside Lawn.
-- Pick up_an application at the Campus Activity
Center or download it from
http://www.stpt.usf.edu/studentlife/h_arborside_a
ctivities_board/index.htm. Bands mustturn in
their applications and demo COs by February 20.
Selected bands wi11 be notified by February 27. For
more information, call the HAB at 873-4599.
Harborside Live --

zero Duval will
perform on the Harborside Lawn on Wednesday,
February 22, from 4-5:30 p.m.

USF Ambassadors seeking
members -- USF Ambassadors, astudent
organization sponsored by the USF Alumni Association, is seeking new members as part of its annual
recruitment. The gro~p serves the University by
attending high-profile events and networking with
alumni, donors and friends of US F. Applicants-must
have at least 2.iGPA, 12 credit hours earned, and
not be graduating until next spring at the earliest.
Applications can be picked up from Kate Giglio,
alumni affairs coordinator, in the Williams House.
Applications are due February 17.

a

- Bayboro Fiction Contest -- The 2o'"
Annual Bayboro Fiction Contest, sponsored by the
Society for the Advancement of Poynter Library, is
accepting short story entries from USF St. Petersburg students. Previously unpublished stories of
2,000 words or fewer must be received by April 7,
2006 to be eligible for the competition. First prize
is·$250, second prize is $150 and third prize is.$50.
For more information and the contest entry form, .
visit www.nelson.usf.edu/sapl/contest.

New prefix -- Take note: The USF St. Petersburg campus recently changed its official telephone prefix tq 873. Both the old prefix- 553and the new one will work for the next year.

·----------·----~----~~~~~==~===
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THE

CROW'S NEST ~

ABOUT ·• The Crow~ Nest is a
student-run publication that has
served the faculty, staff and
students of the University of
South Florida St. Petersburgsince
1969. The newspaper is
published in the fall and spring
semesters and contains news
stories, features and entertainment pieces we believe are of
interest t~our readership. Since
spring 2005, TheCrow~Nesthas
been published on a weekly
basis. The Crow~ Nest is funded ·
each semester by a portion of
revenue generated from Activities
and Services fees as well as
advertising revenue. The contin·
ued support of the paper is
essential to providing the campus
with an unfiltered look at the
issues affecting it and the
surrQunding area.
DISTRIBUTION - We distribute
1,000 copies of the newspaper
each Wednesday to the various
departments around campus. You
can pickup the latest copy of the
newspaper each Wednesday at
the following locations: Campus
Activities Center;Fitness Center,
FCT complex, Davis Hall student
lounge, Barnes & Noble Bookstore, Bayboro Bookstore (inside,
between the store and the
Tavern), outside the entrance to
the Bayboro computer lab,
Bayboro downstairs just inside
the west entrance, the Academic
Success Center, the Marine
Sdences lab, Poynter Ubrary
(rack next to the circulation
desk), upstairs throughout Davis
and Coquina Halls, and the
College of Business. We also

deliver to the academic and
administrative offices for the
faculty and staff within, including
Academic Affairs, Student Affairs,
the Regional Chancello(s office,
Snell House and Williams House.
If The Crow~ Nest is not being
delivered to a location near you,
please contact us at
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com or
(727) 553-4113, and we will
make sure to bring copies to your
area.
SUBMISSIONS .. We're always on .
the lookout (after all, we are The
Ciow~ Nest) for well-written arti·
des that cover issues affecting .
campus life. If you have an article
you'd like to submit for our
consideration, send it to
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com as an
.rtf or .doc attachment. You can
also leave a copy of the article in
the Crow~ Nest mailbox, located
in the Club room in the Campus
Activity Center. We welcome
submissions fiom faculty, staff
and students alike.
LETTERS ·· The Crow3 Nest
welcomes letters to the editor. To
be considered for pu.blication,
letters must be 150words or less.
Please include full name, position
(e.g. student, faculty, etc.), email and telephone number for
verification purposes only. E-mail
letters to the editor at
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com. If a
letter is selected for publication,
it will nof be reworrle.d in any
way. If it must be cut for length,
the author will be contacted.
letters are chosen at the discretion of the editorial board.
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A form of Darwinism is on display this
men's basketball season~ Animals are not
involved, nor is there any form of evolution.
Instead, this season will be a p~:ime display
of survival of the {i.ttest. Not for the players, but
for the fans: Since we represent the Bulls,
maybe a thinning of the herd would be more
appropriate because after this season, only the
strongest fans will be left.
USF's season is underway_and this is their
maiden voyage into Big East conference waters.
What excitement the coaches must have. What
exhilaration the players must be feeling. What
sense of accomplishment the school administrators must be experienctng. And what dread I
have.
I can't even bring myself to look because the
· ship sank long before it left the docks, and the
Bull's season sank with it.
Athletic director Doug Woolard must have
been salivating at the thought of joining the
Big East. The thought of our surging football
team in such a weak conference must have
given him goose bumps and aspirations of
leaping into the national spotlight. As ·
expected, the team performed well, coming
close to a conference charnpio~ship as jt
earned its first bowl bid.
Our school jumped into the Big East
conference with football and the sound of cash
registers on the brain, but the oasketball team
is feelir:g the consequences.
The Bulls have gone from the small pond of
Conference USA to the big ocean that is the
Big East basketball, and they are severely
outmanned.
Coach McCullum only uses about seven
players any given game and one of those, the

starting point guard no less, is a walk-on. That
we aren't the biggest attraction in the coootry,
·
same walk-on, Chris Capko, is the only player · either.
on the team who has more assists than
Attendance won't be the.only drop-off this
turnovers. To be fair, injuries have been a
season. We all know the team will be massafactor but even if the team were in perfect
cred on the court, but school spirit and fan
health, the results would be the same.
support will die right beside it. And that isn't
because were ·bad fans.
The Big East teams on the schedule,
howev~r, don't have the &arne problems. Teams
Normally, a losing season sprinkled in from
like UConn, Pittsburgh and Villanova will nqt
year to year is inevitable for a program like
ours. The history of the Bulls is scattered with
only be v}ing for an NCAA tournament berth,
but for a national championship as well.·
up and P,own seasons, but the team is in.such a
And get ready for this staggering statistic:
deep hole and plays in a conference with so
many perennial contenders that any spark of
The team better get used to the lovable loser
hope has been extinguished for a long time.
role because theY'll probably be the underdog
Only one positive can be found"in such a
for the last 17 gani~s of the year. That's right,
the l~st 17, so .no ·one should be shocked if the
dreary seas.on. The team has played with heart.
team goes winless in conference play this year.
It has put some legitimate contenders to the
It feels like ages ago, but before Jim Leavitt's
test, losing by four to West Virginia, six to
Bulls football team made its impact on the
Syracuse, three to Georgetown, five iri overnational consciousness, the basketball team
time to Seton Hall and just thr~e to Villanova.
.To know how difficult that really is, just know
was the focal point ofUSF sports. They were
that there are three NCAA championship
playing games on ESPN long before the football team, and they were a team we could
teams on that list.
speak proudly of.
To .borrow a cliche, though, skill beats will if
the gap is too large, and in this case, the gap
Former coach Seth Greenberg gave the
program a small amount of national credibility
would put the Grand Canyon to shame. If
and even carne close to an NCAA toUJ"narnent
Coach McCullum can recruit with the same
berth from time to time. Alas, Greenberg has
intensity that he instills in his players, however,
moved on to al)onymity at Virgini~ Tech and
then maybe that gap might be able to narrow.
Robert McCullum has taken-control of the
But since that gap is years away from closship.
ing up, what words of encouragement can I
provide average fans to keep their school spirit
McCullum's season was over long ago and
don't think the f;ms haven't noticed. This
alive and give them reason to fill up seats at the
should've been t?e year that attracted both the
Sun Dome.
In short, the ship may have sunk but wl;J.en
casual and die hard fan, especially since some
serious contenders have come to town. Instead, you're at the bottom of the sea, there's nowhere
to go but up. In other words, they can't be
the team has played three conference home
games, and they are averaging fewer than 5,000 much worse.
fans a game. To put that into perspective, our
Big East opponents are averaging over double
-· Chris George is an undergraduate student
that when we travel to their home courts, and
in the·]ournalism program at USF St. Petersburg.

Need a roommate? An employ~.e? To sell' someth-ing?

ADVERTISE
IN THE CROW'S NEST!
·Classified $10.35 ·1/16 page $23.00 ·1/8 page $40.25 ·1/4 page $63.25 ·1/2 page $115.00 ·Full page $207.00 ·1,000 pre-printed inserts $100.00 •

Ask about ou.r discounts for USF student organizations and repeat advertisements!

.

.

Contact Ad Manager Michelle Bocchino at mbocchin@mail.usf.edu for more information.
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eatures
Hi.ghways
of color ·

HIGHWAYMAN -R. L. Lewis, Jr. takes a
break from his demonstration painting to
explain his process. By
using a large brush and
a small number of
tools, Lewis, along with
other Highwaymen,
was able to create more
paintings and maximize his profit.

• One of Florida's Highwaymen displayed his
paintings and talked about his life's work at USFSP

PAINTING --

BY EMMA SYLVESTER

R.L.
Lewis Jr. finishes a
water bird in a scene
reminiscent of the
surroundings of his
Indian River, Fla. home.
Lewis said he does
demonstration paintings becau.se it keeps
him from becoming an
aloof artist.

STAFF WRITER
Highwaymen. Thieves? Bandits?
A group of traveling men?
No. They're just 20th century
artists joined by the same state
(Florida) and the expression of painting. But what really links them is
their style of marketing their
creations.
At one time there were 26 Highwaymen artists (one of whom was a
.woman), 20 of whom are still living.
Fourteen,of those are still actively
painting.
One of the 26, R.L. Lewis Jr., came
to USF St. Petersburg's Campus
Activity Center on February 7 with
his wife and his son, R.L. Lewis III.
An exhibit of some of his works was
displayed at 6 p.m. That was followed
by the lecture and demonstration
given by Lewis and his son from 7 to
9p.m.
The younger Lewis did most of
the talking, giving a general background on his father and some of the
other highwaymen. Off to the side,
his father.gave a painting demonstration, adding his comme":lts and
answering questions from the audience as he worked. Lewis paints in
three media: oil, watercolor, and
acrylic. On this evening, he demon-

ART STAR -- Highwayman R.L. Lewis, Jr.
signs autographs for .
some young fans after
the painting demon7
stration.

Q&A PERIOD -R. L. Lewis Jr. signs an
autograph while he
answers questions
about his work posed
by Dr. Charles L. Brown,
Regional Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs.

strated oil painting with a wet-onwet technique.
The younger Lewis said that his
father goes out of his way to give his
paintings balance and symmetry.
As for his artistic ability, Lewis
said; "God gave me a vision .. .it was
so surreal and I saw the state of
Florida in the form of a silhouette:'
He explained that during his
vision, the state "cracked up" and a
loaf of bread rema,ined. He said he
felt strongly that the le~ers in "bread"
were significant and had special
meaning.
For Lewis, B represents the brush
and beautyyR for roadways and
random stops, E for experiences, A
for art for survival, and D for a
distinguished group that is original.
"If I am great, only God can make
me great," Lewis said.
The first painting Lewis ever sold
was a rendition of "The Last Supper;•
· which he was commissioned to paint
and sold for $2.
His paintings now range from $75
(S"x7") to $3,000 (24"x30").
Lewis' particular inspiration
comes from his hometown of
Brevard County and its two waterways, the Banana and the Indian
rivers . .

Sloven ian
journalists
visit USFSP
FOREIGN LEARNING EXPE-

Nadja Podobnik

Samardzija Matul

Andrej Brstovsek

Bernard Pesjak

works for the Slovenian
National Wire Service
and discussed.why U.S.
national headlines do
not include more ·
foreign policy issues.

speaks three languages
in a day of public
broadcasting. Slovenia
has about two million
people and is bordered
by Austria, Croatia,
Hungary and Italy.

is a reporter covering
U.S. foreign policy in
Slovenia.

accompanied the jour- RIENCE -- Tony Silvia (center) ·
nalists from Slovenia as new director of the Department of
an interpreter. Now
Journalism and Media Studies sits in
working in the U.S.,
with students in Bob Dardenne's
begil)ning reporting class to listen to
Pesjak also studied
journalism back home .the discussion with Sloven ian jourin Slovenia.
naiists on Monday, February 6.

ART BY R. l.LEWIS, JR. --

(TOP PHOTO) Indue
Artist's Hall ofFame on March 24, 2004, Highwaymer
for producing peaceful scenes of natu~l Florida. (MID
his more detailed paintings, Lewis depicts a scene ve1
Floridians in the 1950s: picking oranges. (BOTTOM PHOl
see Highwayman page 6 painting depicts old Florida in its natural state circa tl
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Feet-hit t e street

• Midtown festival celebrated area's
history and revitalization
BY HEATH HOOP.ER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

the Florida

tere known
In one of
rto black
.L. lewis, Jr.
1

FEET HlTTHE STREET --

(PHOTOSQOCKWISEFROMTOPLEFT)

1. Clifford Serivens sings the blues on 22nd Street during the Feet
on the Street Festival. 2. Dancers from Everyone's Youth United
perform with the Marching Bobcats during the Feet on the
Street Festival on 22nd Street. 3. Aminah Muhammad draws
customers with her bright attire and distributes Mary Kay products while talking to visitors during the Feet on the Street Festival. 4. On a field trip with the Youth Support Group at Sanderlin
Center, Marcus James Godfrey and Anthony Jackson watch the
dancers of Everyone's Youth United. 5. larry and Debbie
Williams prepare a hotdog for a customer, Their hot dog stand,
Dog Gone Catering, is on Central Avenue Monday through Friday.
6. The festival was filled with blues music as Bill Small played
the keyboard, accompanied by Clifford Serivens on the electric
guitar and Kathy Simmons on the tamborine.

J

0

. Despite the threat of rain and wind, the
second annual Feet on the Street festival
kicked off in Midtown on Saturday with
food, entertainment, and crafts from
around central Florida.
The event brought together members of
the St. Petersburg community to <;elebrate
and preserve the historic south St. Petersburg neighborhood.
'Event coordinator Janice Ford estimated'
that the festival drew more than 500 visitors. This year, said Ford, there were 39
commodity and food vendors, some of
whom came from as far away as Orlando.
This was Derrick Johnson's frrst year at
the festival. Johnson, 49, is the proprietor
of Stankin, a wearable art and sculpture
company in Gulfport.
Johnson feund out about the festival
from another vendor and decided to
attend. He said that he was impressed with
the diversity of the event. "I like the unity
swing of this," he said.
Originally from Baltimore? Johnson said
that he understood the need for successful
artistic events, especially in economically
depressed areas. '~Just to see the creativity
that comes forth, from the kids to the
adults, is great;' he said.
Eric Green, founder of the non-profit
youth program Everyone's Youth United,
said that events like these are important in
a wider sense.
"Considering every¢.ing that's going on

in the world, this is fabulous;' Green said.
He and his program brought a marching
band - the Marching Bobcats - to perform
at the festival.
Inside the newly renovated Royal
Theater, the Midtown chapter of Florida's
Boys and Girls Club held forth in a day of
stage and song, featuring everything from
gospel to mime dancing.
Anastasia Eason, 13, was one those
dancers. Eason, a Bay Point Middle School
student, had been dancing since she was 8,
but joined the mime troupe at the Boys
and Girls Club on her mother's advice.
Asked why she performs, Eason said, "I
just like doing it, making up moves and
stuff.'
Sgt. Kevin Noonan of the St. Petersburg
Police Department said that there was a
considerably higher turnout this year, and
that he was happy to see that there were no
arrests or parking difficulties at the event.
Noonan sees the festival as good for
community relations. "I think it's a great
chance to bring the community together,"
he said. "Everyone really seems to be
enjoying themselves."

Acommunity project
. Feet on the Street started in 2004 from
an idea by Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis,
who wanted to have a festival that
promoted and encouraged economic
development in Midtown.
Although the event officially covered
the entire 5.5-mile area of Midtown, much
of the festival was concentrated along a
closed section of 22nd Street South.
The street, also known as "The Deuces:'
is the focus of much of the area's redevel-

opment.
Both Davis and St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Baker have made the revitalization of
Midtown a top priority of their respective
offices.
Tina Middleton, special projects
manager for Davis, said that the event
served to inspire ~vic faith in Midtown.
"In looking to
"I like the unity
revitalize an area,
people have to
swing ofthis... Just
believe in the
area; said
to see the creativity
Middleton. She
that comes forth,
said that she
hoped that_the
from the kids to the
festival would
adults, is great:'
encourage people
-- Derrick Johnson
from both within
and without the
Midtown community to come in and see
the progress .that's been made.
One of those community members,
Willie Belle Muldrow, has lived in
Midtown all her life, and said events like
the festival "should happen more often:'
"Maybe it'll give the young people
s~mething to do," she said.
Muldrow, 80, was born and raised in
Jordan Park and lives on 31" Street South
in a house built by her father. She's seen
many changes throughout the years, but is
impressed with the current redevelopment.
"I think it's coming along fine;: she said

An artistic opportunity
At the same time that Davis was getting
his idea for the event off the ground, Dar

see Festival page

-<.
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ADVERTISE
with
classified ads
Crows Nest

starting at $10.35 per week,
you have nothing to loseexcept potential results!
Contact Advertising Manager Michelle Bocchino at
mbocchin@mail.usf.edu for more information.

Highwayman --

from page4

A common misconception
is that the Highwaymen artists
traveled together, but it is
mainly the experience that
: connects them.
Lewis was born and raised
in Brevard County, Florida
making him the only Highwayman from Central Florida.
Most are from along Florida's

Festival --

east coast.
Lewis went to a variety of
schools, ending up at Brevard ·
Community College to study
art, arid wound UJ:> teaching
others to paint there, with the
same style he used to teach
students in the public school
system.
While the artists did not

from pages

Webb and Beth Reynolds of
The Arts Center were working
on a photography project that
focused on various neighborhoods in St. Petersburg.
When Webb and Reynolds
heard about the festival, they
decided to·~erge their project
with the event.
"It's actually two things that
are going on:' said Reynolds,
who is also an adjunct faculty
member of USF St. Petersburg's
Department of]ournalism and
Media Studies.
First, there was the festival
itself - a street celebration
along 22ru1 Street South featuring food, craft vendors, and
two stages of entertainment.
Second was a photography
event. Registered shutterbugs of
all ages donned bright orange
shirts and spread out around
the area, ph~tographing both
the event and the community
at large.
This year, the photography
projei:t was titled "Life in a day
·in Midtown:' Photographer
turnout was up this year by at
least 25 participants, said
Reynolds.
A number of students and
alumni from the USF St.
Petersburg were on hand at
~aturday's celebration. ·
Bruce Kitchens, an undergraduate in the journalism
program, said that people were
very welcoming to photographers.
"Ninety-nine percent of the
time it's been no problem:' he
said. "I have to stop people
from posing, actuallY:'
Gina Proulx, a recent graduate, was also there to take
pictures. Proulx, who drove in
from Bradenton for the festival,

said that she views events such
as these as opportunities.
"It's a way to extend my
education:' she said. "It's fun,

too:'
Initially, the festival was
scheduled over the 2004 Labor
Day weekend, but Hurricane
Francis forced a change of
plans. As it is now scheduled,
said Reynolds, it doesn't
compete with the-weather or
other area festivals.
Kim Tyre, who works in the
city's marketing department,
said that the timing has at least
one str01;1g benefit.
"It kicks off the rest of the
year;' she said.
Though the festival itself
lasted only through Saturday,
there's still more to come. Each
of the photographers participating in Saturday's event is
invited to submit-a photograph
for display.
Beginning May 20, businesses along 22"" Street South
will display the photos to the
public for oile month. After the
display, the photos will be di~
tally archived and preserved as
an electronic document of the
area.

usually work togeth~r, some of
them would get together from
time to time. S.M. Wells of
Jacksonville and Lewis would
line up their canvases next to
each other and paint long
scenes together. They would
paint eight to 10 scenes at one
time and then do "floating,"
which consisted of diiving

around and trying to sell the
paintings to businesses and city
halls.
Much of ¢e lecture
consisted of questions from the
audience, who asked about
Lewis' technique and the painting he was creating on stage.
"Your only limitation in
your imagination," he said.

The Highwaymen, who
were inducted into the Florida
Art Hall of Fame on March 24,
2004, are starting to get more
national attention. They have
been featured in the New York
Times, Los Angeles Times, and
People magazine.
A buffet was served after the
presentation, allowing audience

members and both Lewises to
chat informally.
"This is a good hobby when
you get old;' Lewis said.

Open to all USF Stude-n ts,
Staff and Alumni

'1?1UX(i ~OOG
CAREER EXPO

*

*

For more information; call the Counseling & Career Center
at 727-553-4129 or e-mail career@stpt.usf.edu.
If you have a disability and need to request a reasonable
accomm9dation, call 553-4837 no less than five _working days prior
to this event.

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG

I
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Coming Soon

itest

Movies opening in theatres Friday, Feb. 17:
• Date Movie
• Eight Below
• Freedomland
New releases on DVDNHS Tuesday, Feb. 21:
• RENT
• The Weather Man
• Domino

e

Don't answer

MOVIE: "WHEN A
STRANGER
CALLS" -- Crows

• ·This"Stranger" should just hang up
There's not a whole lot
to like about "When a
Stranger Calls:' It might
make you make laugh in
some scenes, but that's
not-a good thing considBY JUSTIN lOWERY
ering it's billed as a
STAFF WRITER
horror movie and is
supposed to scare you.
The plot (if you can call it that) centers
around a teenage girl (Camilla Bell) who gets
grounded and can't go to her school's bonfire,
leaving her to baby-sit for a very rich family she
or her parents have never met (makes sense,
right?).
DU1:'ing the course of the night she receives
strange phone calls from a man who threatens

the children
she is watching. At first
she thinks it's
just one of
her stupid friends - it always is the first time but then she calls the police to have them trace
the call. And guess where it's coming from?
That's right - inside the house. That cliche
woil.ldn't be a bad thing if the film was making
fun of itself like "Scream" or "Scary Movie" did.
Eventually the baby sitter and the stranger
fight it out and there's a big chase around the
house that ensues that isn't the least bit exciting.
At the end, the police arrive just in time to save
the day and the baby sitter lives.
One thing that could have made the m~vie a

Nest movie critic Justin

Lowery says this 2006
horror film fails to
deliver any scares.
lot better is if the bad guy actually talked. All he
says is "Did you check the children?" That's not
really that scary. He never shows his face, either.
The audience thinks it might be someone
famous, but when he does show his face, it's just
some run-of-the-mill B-list actoi:.
The movie is a disappointment for director
Simon West, who also directed "Con Air" and
"The General's Daughter:' It's not like those were
great movies by any means, but they were enter-.
taining and they had A-list actors in them. This
movie wouldn't have been so bad to watch if

somebody I knew was in it. There's nothing
worse than going to see a bad movie with
nobody famous in it.
· Hollywood has forgotten how to scare us
recently. What's the last movie you .saw that
scared you, or at least freaked.you out? Can't
think of anything, can you? This movie is no
different from the usually ;Hollywood fodder
when it comes to horror movies.

My rating -- 1

~ull ~

ADVERTISEMENT

NEWS FROM STUDENT LIFE
WHAT'S
HAPPENING•••
Harborside Live: Zero Duval
Wednesday, February 22
4:00-5:30 pm_
Harborside Lawn
Sponsored by Harborside
Activities Board

READ TH.IS •••
.Student Government needs
U!
Wednesdays at 4:30 pm
·Davis 130
Representatives needed for
all colleges!
Issues for Spring 2006
-New student union
-Increasing student involvement on campus

Water Aerobics
Monday & Wednesday
5:30 to 6:30 pm
COQ Pool

COMING

SOON.~.

Battle of the Bands:
Bullstock '06
Are you in a band?
We're looking for all
kinds of bands from rock to
aJternative to hip hop to perform in
USF St. Petersbug's
very 1st Battle of the Bands.

Applications online at
www.stpt.usf.edu/studentlife
or at the Campus Activities Center

Visit us
online at
www.stpt.usf.edu/studentlife

STUDENT LifE PROGRAMS AND S£RVICES ARE PAID fOR BY STUDENT fEES

---------

---·-- --------
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This week on campus
--

us

;

USFSP SAILING

/

Coed team takes th~ first district event of the spring·
BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI
EDITOR

~

The USF coed sailing tea!ll
started the spring season with a _
first place fmish at the South
Atlantic Intercollegiate Sailing
- Association South Points #1 on
February4.
The race, which was hosted
by Rollins College and sailed
on Lake Virgi.Ifia in Winter Park,
Fla., included eight other district
- rivals.
Seniors Abby Ethington and
Ashley Wierzbicki took first in six of
the seven races in "11.' divison.
Despite one disqualification, they
still managed to outdistance ,runner:
up Eckerd College by 11 points.
In "B" division, junior Phil Tanner

and sophomore
Nicki Beckett
had the low
point total for
the entire
regatta, and
finished with
five first-place
and two secondplace finishes.
Second place
Eckerd came in a mere three points
behind. The third place team,
Rollins, finished 23 points back:.
The women's team next sails at the
Spring Women's Championship at
the College of Charleston in South
Carolina February 11-12, while the
coed team will host the Mendelblatt
Team Racing at USF over the same
weekend.

Turtle Seminar, Thursday, Feb. 16:
• Turtle conservation biologist George
· Heinrich will give aseminar about the
conservation of diamondback terrapins.
• DavisHall130. 7 pjn. Open to the public.

MARINE LIFE EDUCATION

RESULTS FROM FEBRUARY 4 REGATTA:

South Points 1
TEAM

A

B

TOTAL

1. USF

16

9

25

-----------------------·-·
2. Eckerd
39
27 ' 12
3. Rollins
30
32
62
4. Georgia Tech
34'
31
65
····-·····-······-·· ................ .,........... ..........................................-...._...._...._________ __ ........._,
-"'-----~--------

,

,

__,.

5. UF

28

38

66

6. Rollins J.V.

37
31

33

70

44

75

54

104

7. Florida Atlantic
8. Emory

• Seven races were completed in each division, with the above results.

Florida Fish and
Wildlife Commission's Outreach
Coordinator Gina
Russo displays a Iive
horseshoe crab that
was captured in the
Bay near USF St.
Petersburg on
February 8. The
Commission has
been collecting live
aquatic specimens
for the upcoming
Florida State Fair
display to educate
the general public
about Florida's
marine resources.

BE FIRST. APPLY NOW!

Apply online at ·
\MMN.stpt.usf.edulhousing.
For more information email
housing@stpt.usf.edu, or contact
Residence Life at (727) 873-5000.

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG

